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INTRODUCTION 

Some 40 experts and policy specialists from 23 Countries Argentine, Bahamas, Belize, Brazil, 

British Virgin Islands, Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador El 

Salvador, Guyana, Grenada, Jamaica Mexico, Peru Suriname, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Vincent 

and Grenadines, St. Martin and Venezuela gathered in Kingston from 5 to 8 March 2013 to 

develop strategies and a road map to implement open access policies in the Latin American 

and Caribbean Region.  

UNESCO in collaboration with Ministry of Ministry of Science, Technology, Energy and 

Mining, Ministry of Information, Government of Jamaica, University of West Indies and 

UNESCO National Commission for Jamaica organized this first Regional Latin American and 

Caribbean Consultation on Open Access to Scientific Information and Research. The funding 

support for this consultation was provided by the Government of Japan and by Regular 

Programme IFAP funding.  

UNESCO AND OPEN ACCESS1 

Open Access (OA) is a term widely used to refer to unrestricted online access to articles 

published in scholarly journals. Since the events that took place in Budapest and Berlin in early 

2000s, it has remained as one of the most passionately discussed topics among the scientific 

and scholarly community. It is an ongoing movement with many advocates and proponents 

unfalteringly championing the cause. OA movement is aligned with the overarching 

Millennium Development Goals (MDG) with its focus on bolstering human capital and the 

World Summit on the Information Society’s goal of building open and inclusive knowledge 

societies. To achieve the goal of open and inclusive knowledge societies, different approaches 

and strategies have been adopted by UNESCO. 

UNESCO supports OA for the benefit of the global flow of knowledge, innovation and 

equitable socio‐economic development. Its constitution, written much before the advent of 

electronic publishing, mandates: UNESCO should 'maintain, increase and diffuse knowledge, by 

assuring the conservation and protection of the world's inheritance of books, works of art and 

monuments of history and science' (Constitution, art, 1.2 c). UNESCO’s open suite strategy (now 

referred as Open Solutions) primarily includes the Open Educational Resources (OER); Open 

                                                            
1 Additional Information: UNESCO Open Access: http://tinyurl.com/82px4gy; Global Open Access Portal 
http://www.unesco.org/ci/goap;  WSIS Open Access Community http://tinyurl.com/7gtlkmp; Open Access Brochure; 
http://tinyurl.com/85q8g49 

 



2 | O P EN   A C C E S S :   2 0 1 3  
 

Access to scientific literature (OA); Open Training Platform (OTP) and Free and Open Source 

Software (FOSS).  

Access to scientific information is a major problem, especially due to a high and increasing cost 

of peer-reviewed journals and fluctuations in the exchange rates. Open Access is the provision 

of free access to peer-reviewed, scholarly and research information to all. It envisages that the 

rights holder grants worldwide irrevocable right of access to copy, use, distribute, transmit, 

and make derivative works in any format for any lawful activities with proper attribution to 

the original author.  

The 187th session of the Executive Board approved UNESCO’s strategy for promotion of Open 

Access to scientific information and research, which was also adopted by the General 

Conference at its 36th session. In the framework of the overarching objective of "building 

inclusive knowledge societies through information and communication" (34 C/4), the strategy 

focuses on policy development, capacity building, standard setting, partnerships and 

collaborations, and on playing the role of a clearing-house on Open Access as a forum for 

international cooperation, exchange of dialogue and reflection. The Open Access activities of 

UNESCO has been divided into the following three core areas:  

 Provision of upstream policy advice and building partnerships  

 Strengthening capacities to adopt Open Access  

 Serve as a clearing-house and informing the global OA debate  

OBJECTIVES OF THE REGIONAL CONSULTATION: 

The consultation examined how Open Access can add to the productivity, visibility and 

accessibility of the research and research outcomes. The overall objective of the workshop was 

to create a platform to discuss the context of Open Access in the region and create a collective 

vision to promote and strengthen Open Access for the creation of knowledge societies in the 

Latin America and Caribbean (LAC) Region. The specific objectives were to: 

1. Strengthen awareness of the participants on the potential of Open Access in scientific 

knowledge sharing that can be dramatically accelerated by ICTs;  

2. Provide analysis for anticipating foreseeable trends and emerging challenges in order 

to enable stakeholders to develop strategies and policies for implementation of Open 

Access; 
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3. Develop a partnership and collaboration among interested stakeholders as an enabling 

mechanism to improve access to and sharing of scientific information and research 

through Open Access.  

SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS 

 Inauguration of Regional Open Access Consultation:  

This session involved high-level presentations, overarching presentation, and was used to 

set out structure of the Consultation. Welcoming the participants Hon. Lisa Hanna, 

Minister of Youth and Culture and Chairperson, Jamaica National Commission for 

UNESCO hoped that the  consultation will open new vista to achieve Openness in the 

region.  She hoped that appropriate strategies would be taken to follow-up and implement 

the outcomes of the consultation.   

Dr. Indrajit Banerjee, Director, Knowledge Society Division, CI Sector, UNESCO noted 

the role of Knowledge in the development dialogue and highlighted the need to address 

“Knowledge challenge” as the global economy is becoming increasingly dependent upon 

the ability to efficiently produce, disseminate and use knowledge.  He hoped that the 

outcomes of the consultation would receive support of the concerned National 

Governments to drive the Agenda for Open Access forward. He thanked Government of 

Jamaica for hosting the consultation and noted his appreciation to the Government of 

Japan for providing a generous support to UNESCO.  He hoped the Government of Japan 

will continue its support so that the outcome of the consultation can be implemented in 

this part of the world.  (Speech Attached in Annex II) 

Mr. Koji Tomita, Charge d’Affaires ad interim, Embassy of Japan for Jamaica, Bahamas 

and Belize noted that the knowledge and information-based world is increasingly 

influenced by digital technologies and thus people need to be connected to the global 

information platform. This required capacity building and raising the information literacy 

levels of everyone who needs access to research and keep pace with ground-breaking 

developments in scientific and technological information. Mr. Tomita expressed his 

appreciation to the meeting and expressed his satisfaction on how the regional 

consultation was organized. He pledged his support and noted that the Government of 

Japan will continue to support UNESCO to implement the outcome of the meeting (Speech 

attached in Annex II).  

Address the gathering Professor Eon Nigel Harris, Vice Chancellor of the University of 

West Indies expressed his appreciation to UNESCO for organizing the consultation and 
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noted the knowledge wave that OA movement is capable of creating.  He particularly 

noted his appreciation to the Government of Japan for funding the Consultation. 

In his inaugural address Hon. Julian Robinson, Minister of State for Science, 

Technology, Energy and Mining,, Jamaica noted that accessible innovation and inclusive 

development are the two keys to development. He noted OA's role in expanding the 

knowledge horizons and its role to maximize the return on research investment. He 

asserted that Jamaica is trying to catch the scientists of the West Indies early and for this an 

early exposure to Open Access will be really useful. He added that OA is providing a 

remedy for a very low subscription to journal in the developing world and advocated the 

need for a national as well as regional strategy to move things forward. He appreciated 

organization of the Consultation and reasoned that beyond the research community OA 

move would also provide a key to the development of other areas of the society and 

economy(Speech attached in Annex II). 

Mr. Everton Hannam, Secretary-General, Jamaican National Commission for UNESCO 

thanked UNESCO and the generous support of the Government of Japan.  

 Setting the Scene and keynote presentations on Open Access Policy and mandates:  

This session involved keynote presentations, inter alia, on policy for Open Access, key 

approaches taken in the region and beyond, highlight successes, key achievements, Open 

Access journals, management and maintenance of repositories.   

Prof. Ronald Young, Pro-Vice-Chancellor, University of West Indies introduced the need 

and context of Open Access in the Caribbean. Advocating the relevance and need of Open 

Access,  Prof  Young noted “that the prices of Journals increased by some 215% between 

1990 and 2005, and continue to rise, to the point where many libraries, particularly those in 

developing countries, are unable to afford subscriptions”. He also provided a 

comprehensive account of the initiatives in the Caribbean in general and University of 

West Indies in particular  (Speech attached in Annex III) 

Dr. Bhanu Neupane,  Program Specialist with the Knowledge Societies Division of 

UNESCO introduced the concept and underlying principles of UNESCO’s Strategies for 

Open Access to Scientific Information and Research, on-going activities, Open Access 

Strategy and Open Access Policy (Presentation attached in Annex III) 

Mr. Abel Packer, Director of SciELO presented a succinct account on the development of 

SciELO, highlighted the current barriers and strategies and noted future for SciELO.  He 

extended his support to develop SciELO type journal publishing system in Caribbean. 

(Presentation attached in Annex III) 
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Dr.  Dominique Babini,  Coordinator Information Area  at Consejo Latinoamericano de 

Ciencias Sociales, CLACSO, provided an elaborate context of Open access in the Latin 

American Region.  She noted that comparatively Latin America is fairly advanced in terms 

of Open Access,  however, the countries needed policy development support (Presentation 

attached in Annex III)    

 Discourse on Regional Situation of Open Access  

This session provided an opportunity to the participants to make brief interventions on 

situation, available mandates and/or policies and the current status of Open Access in the 

region. These presentations included an overview of the state of institutional repositories, 

national-level mandates, and policies by funding agencies; successful practices in Open 

Access and lessons learned. All of these presentations are provided in Annex IV. 

 Group Discussions to strategize a vision for Open Access in the LAC Region 

This session provides an opportunity to the participants to make brief intervention on 

situation, available mandates and/or policies and the current status of Open Access in the 

region. The participants were split in 2-3 groups and were requested to discuss several 

issues, primarily based on the country-level presentations, and report it back to the 

plenary. 

To conclude the consultation on Open Access a roundtable discussion on policy for Open 

Access was organized, where UNESCO summarized the outcomes and an outline of the 

reporting (this document) was presented.  

 IFAP Session  

UNESCO’s standard-setting work is addressed primarily to Member States, i.e. their 

governments. The IFAP Template fully endorses the multi-stakeholder approach to the 

development of the Information Society, however, and acknowledges that the role of other 

stakeholders (especially entrepreneurs, network, service and content providers, but also, of 

course, civil society and NGOs) is as (if not, in some cases, more) important as that of 

governments. Nevertheless, this depends on the specific circumstances, and also on the 

stage of the process of developing the Information Society, in any particular country. The 

emphasis in this Template is primarily on what governments and the civil service should 

do and this was a deliberate choice, in keeping with the approach adopted in the Tunis 

Agenda for the Information Society, given that the document may be most useful in 

countries where the role of government policy and of the public sector is especially 

important. 
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Mr. Eric Nurse, Vice Chair, IFAP introduced programs and priorities of IFAP 

(Presentation attached in Annex IV) 

Dr.  Susana Finquelievich facilitated an interactive session on “Approaching an 

Information Policy”.  

 Concluding Session 

The concluding session was organized with special note on the Role of Women in Building 

Knowledge Societies, essentially to commemorate the International Women’s Day 

Speaking on behalf of the participants, Dr. Dominique Babini highlighted the key 

outcomes of the meeting. 

In her Key-note Address, Hon. Sen. Sandrea Falconer Minister for Information noted that 

resistance on access to knowledge had detrimental impact on how the knowledge could 

benefit societies. She highlighted how openness could enhance access and contribute to the 

building of knowledge societies. Minister appreciated the UNESCO and noted her thanks 

to the donor for enabling the Consultation to be organized in Kingston. Minister Falconer 

noted the role of Women in building knowledge societies and noted the role of open access 

in  empowering women, ensuring livelihood and enhancing capacities to take a better 

control of the family and nation’s affair. She opined that the integrated learning is 

important and the role of women is important in the process of integration.  Minister 

Falconer noted that there is a need to leverage women’s potentials to change form a state of 

being “access denied to open access” 

In his concluding Remarks, Dr. Arun Kashyap, UNCT Coordinator, Jamaica noted that 

the United Nations was very proud of the valuable initiative led by UNESCO to support 

Open Access of information and enhance inclusive opportunity for all to benefit from the 

global flow of knowledge. He further noted that “allowing unrestricted access to 

knowledge origination from state-sponsored/publicly-funded research in the public 

domain was arrived at as a conscious decision by authorities both within the developed 

and the developing countries”.  He committed support of the UNCT in advancing the 

agreed actions during the consulatation. 

In his remarks Mr. Everton Hannam SG, Jamaica National Commission for UNESCO, 

thanked UNESCO and hoped that the conclusions reached would be implemented in the 

region. He committed support of the National Commission.  

In his closing remarks and Vote-of Thanks, Mr. Robert Parua, Director-in-charge, 

UNESCO Kingston Cluster,  expressed his thanks to all the participants and hoped to 

receive support from the respective governments in implementing the agreed action plans.     
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JOINT STATEMENT OF THE CONSULTATION 

We, the participants of the Regional Consultation on Open Access to Scientific information, 

met at Kingston, Jamaica to exchange knowledge and experiences on the issues related to 

Open Access to scientific research and scholarly communication and observed and recognized 

that: 

 
1. Open Access has benefits to advance sciences, innovation processes and scholarly 

communication processes 

a. It allows public access to knowledge, promoting democratization, equity and 

symmetry in access to local and international research results for generation of new 

knowledge to search improving quality of life for individual and societies ·  

b. It allows visibility to research results from the region, which today is invisible in 

mainstream indexes ·  

c. It improves research output in the region: reducing times of research process, 

efficient and timely access to literature, building on existing knowledge, strengthen 

interdisciplinarity and multidisciplinarity in research, avoids national duplication 

of investment in the same subjects  

d. It facilitates regional and international research cooperation: each country can add 

research from other regions to its own research agenda, establish research networks 

e. It allows complementary sharing of international investment in similar research 

topics, and encourages exchange of scholarly information between and amongst 

countries, thus generates a common playing field for the scientists  and scholars to 

be available to see what other countries of the region produce and be able to 

cooperate  

f. It allows transference of research results for evidence-based opinions for policy and 

for building citizenship  

g. It enhances LAC research contribution to the global agenda and also allows LAC to 

participate in the determination of global agendas  

 
2. There are a few problems and barriers to promote Open Access in the region which require 

concerted and joint attention. These barriers include from as simple issue such as the lack 

of awareness to complex policy-linked issues. 
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a. While Open Access has rapidly gained popularity since the beginning the 21st 

century, the past decade has shown that the change towards broader access to 

scientific knowledge will not happen overnight.  

b. The vast majority of scientific knowledge is still spread via the traditional 

subscription-based model.  

c. Merely 10 percent of all scientific publications worldwide are published in Open 

Access format today. For the LA region its higher, however very few publication in 

the Caribbean are published and shared using Open Access route. · 

d. In order to progress on the road towards Open Access, the shared interests of all 

stakeholders must be taken into account. Taxpayers, readers, authors, publishers 

and editors all agree that providing broad access to knowledge is not enough. · 

e. In the quest for open access, the quality of the material available to us that equally 

matters thus new approaches and  on peer review and impact factors are essential. 

3. There is a need to raise awareness about the Open Access publishing, Open Access Sharing 

and Open Contents. In order to do so,  there is a need to undertake a staged,  country-

specific awareness strategy. Specifically,  There is a need to:  

a. Develop image, procedure and significance of quality associated with OA.  

b. Disseminate best OA practices from the region and worldwide.  

c. Build a regional and national communication strategy for OA promotion 

d. Build public opinion about OA, working with journalists and social networks  

e. Organize National and Regional plans for OA awareness. Such events should target 

officials, decision-makers, editors, journalists, and evaluators of research in funding 

agencies  

4. There is a need to develop and conceptualize policies and mandates for Open Access in the 

Region. Such policies and mandates should consider the following issues:  

a. OA national legislation for State funded research results to be incorporated in OA 

digital repositories (these are in discussion in the Congress in Argentina, Brazil, 

Peru)  

b. OA institutional mandates should require, more than recommend, deposit of state 

funded research results. 

c. OA has to be part of the national research infrastructure and budget, and follow 

international · 

d. There is a need to develop specific policy for OA e-books with research results 
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e. Open Access initiatives in the region should also address OA research data 

5. It is essential that State funded research results, viz.: Peer-review scientific and academic 

journals and articles; Postgraduate thesis (master and doctorate); Academic and research 

books: Research reports; and Research data are all made available through Open Access 

routes.  

6. Both Gold and Green routes are suitable form of Open Access, however, there should be 

consistency in embargo period across the region and that avenues should be explored to 

further reduce the article processing charges (APCs) 

7. There are many critical roles that UNESCO can and has to play to advance Open Access 

Agenda in the region.  Not only that there is a need to contextualize agreed strategies at the 

country level, but there is also a need to coordinate with other key players in the region to 

avoid duplication,    

a. Influencing regional governments to adopt OA policies Issues by influencing 

partnership to raise funding,  provide Technical and policy support as well as 

Capacity Building. 

b. Strengthen OA south-south cooperation between the Caribbean  and Latin America 

to promote Open Access in the region 

c. UNESCO should consider developing SciELO Caribbean as a journal publishing 

and archiving system with the help of SciELO.  

d. Generate awareness among high officials of governments and research agencies 

about importance of OA for scientific development and its contribution to national 

development  

e. UNESCO could support a commons initiative of LAC countries, creating a regional 

working group, to develop, as soon as possible, a regional common OA policy, as 

did USA and the European Commission 

f. Strengthen regional cooperation and interoperability among existing OA regional 

programs, both green and gold.   

g. UNESCO should work together with La Referencia, as the regional representative 

of the green road, to strengthen its activities and promote membership from other 

countries of LAC  

h. In the regional gold road, UNESCO should endorse and support activities such as 

those promoted by SciELO and other initiatives as Redalyc and Latindex, to 

improve quality of scientific and academic journals 
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i. Include LAC OA best practices and experiences when advocating OA in the 

international context 

j. Coordinate activities with other agencies working on OA issues in LAC, ex. OCDE, 

INASP, IDRC, IADB 

k. Lobby to include OA discussions in the high level policy meetings towards WSIS 

2015 

8. UNESCO will implement several activities in the following areas, where the role of the 

benefitting country,  UNESCO National Commission and Delegation of the Country to 

UNESCO. We also understand that these projects will be implemented primarily based on 

the willingness of country,  requests of the country and activeness of the host 

organization/institute in the country: 

a. Support to enhance awareness about Open Access in the country. 

b. Support for the preparation of Open Access Policy 

c. Support for Policy Implementation 

d. Support to build capacity on Open Access 

e. Support to existing Regional Mechanisms (such as SciELO) to better serve the 

scholarly community in the region. 

Post Script 

9. We would like to thank Ministry of Ministry of Science, Technology, Energy and Mining, 

Ministry of Information, Government of Jamaica, University of West Indies and UNESCO 

National Commission for Jamaica for hosting the Consultation. We also appreciate the 

UNESCO cluster office in Kingston and its  staff for making necessary arrangements. 

10. We would like to Thank the respective national commissions and governments for sending 

us here and providing us with an opportunity to learn,  develop capacities, and network in 

the area of Open Access.  

11.  We would like to thank the Government of Japan for providing financial assistance to 

UNESCO to organize the Regional Consultation. 
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AGREED ACTIONS AND WORK PLAN 

Result to be achieved Actions Modality 

a. Finalization of the report of 

the consultation and 

groundwork 

 Creation of mailing list 

 Create strategy for organization of Webinars 

 Request signing up in WSIS KC 

platform 

 Circulate the document 

b. Enhance awareness about 

Open Access in the Results 

 Develop a brochure for the LAC region 

 A PowerPoint presentation, 

 Small Videos and promotional packages, which will be mostly self-explanatory 

 Preparation of both promotional materials both in Spanish as well as in English 

 Support to organize "Open Access week" (5 small grants will be made available  

 All Latin America and Caribbean country's pages will be on developed on 

Global Open Access Portal  

 A small expert group will be formed to 

“Caribbeanize” the awareness raising 

materials. 

 Request information for GOAP and/or 

utilize what was presented during 

Kingston meeting 

 

c. Support a few selected 
countries in the preparation 
of Open Access Policy 

 Two countries in the Caribbean and one country each in the to be supported for 

policy/ mandate development (one  more  country in LA ) 

 Feasibility to be conducted based on the expression of interest 

 In the country expert team will be 

formed 

 UNESCO to provide consultant 

support, drafting, meeting etc. 

d. Support for Policy 
Implementation 

 One country from the Latin America Cluster 

 One country from UNESCO Cuba Cluster 

 Countries to be determined and to be 

based on expression of interest form 

the countries 

e. Capacity building   Curriculum development 

 Self-Directed Learning tool will be developed (and funds permitting translation 

in Spanish?) 

 Webinar to concretize the curricula 

(and other actions) 

  Implementation modality to be further 
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Result to be achieved Actions Modality 

 One pilot university or a group of library is to be included in the testing phase  

 SDL tool to be populated in at least 4 universities in the region 

refined 

 Two consensus participants to be 

invited to physical meeting and to 

participate in the actual drafting 

process 

f. Support to regional 

organizations/scholarly 

communication 

mechanisms 

a. Preparation and Publication of a case study on SciELO  

b. Organization of a special session during SciELO's anniversary in Sao 

Paolo  

c. Feasibility and support to create Caribbean SciELO 

d. Development of an online tool to evaluate journal publication software 

e. Support mobile tools for journal publication 

f. Study of possible indicators of OA success    

 Discussion with SciELO officials 

 Expert group will be formed to 

decide on the above aspect 

 Webinar will be held to discuss  
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Regional LAC Consultation on 

Open Access to Scientific Information and Research – Concept and Policies 

5 to 8 March, 2013,  Hotel Wyndham 

Introduction: 

Open Access (OA) is a term widely used to refer to unrestricted online access to articles published in 

scholarly journals. Since the events that took place in Budapest and Berlin in early 2000s, it has remained 

as one of the most passionately discussed topics among the scientific and scholarly community. It is an 

ongoing movement with many advocates and proponents unfalteringly championing the cause. OA 

movement is aligned with the overarching Millennium Development Goals (MDG) with its focus on 

bolstering human capital and the World Summit on the Information Society’s goal of building open and 

inclusive knowledge societies. To achieve the goal of open and inclusive knowledge societies, different 

approaches and strategies have been adopted by UNESCO. 

UNESCO supports OA for the benefit of the global flow of knowledge, innovation and equitable socio‐

economic development. Its constitution, written much before the advent of electronic publishing, 

mandates: UNESCO should 'maintain, increase and diffuse knowledge, by assuring the conservation and 

protection of the world's inheritance of books, works of art and monuments of history and science' (Constitution, 

art, 1.2 c). UNESCO’s open suite strategy (now referred as Open Solutions) primarily includes the Open 

Educational Resources (OER); Open Access to scientific literature (OA); Open Training Platform (OTP) 

and Free and Open Source Software (FOSS).  

Access to scientific information is a major problem, especially due to a high and increasing cost of peer-

reviewed journals and fluctuations in the exchange rates. Open Access is the provision of free access to 

peer-reviewed, scholarly and research information to all. It envisages that the rights holder grants 

worldwide irrevocable right of access to copy, use, distribute, transmit, and make derivative works in 

any format for any lawful activities with proper attribution to the original author.  

 

Objectives:  

The main objective of the Regional Consultation will be to share how free and unrestricted access to 

research and scholarly communication can increase the impact of research and benefit research 

institutions, authors, journal publishers and the society as a whole. The Consultation will examine how 

the context of Open Access in the region can add to the productivity, visibility and accessibility of 

research and research outcomes.  The Consultation will create an enabling mechanism to assess contexts 

of mandates or policy framework that surrounds Open Access. It will provide an opportunity for 

reflecting upon case studies and examples of how Open Access has influenced teaching, research and 

development in the region.  Workshop participants will also have an opportunity to contribute towards 

highlighting priority areas for intervention to achieve “Openness” in the region and individual 

countries. Participants are also expected to review the UNESCO OA policy templates and workout 

specific policy for their own country/institution and develop a work plan on how to implement the 

same with specific timeline. 



15 | O P EN   A C C E S S :   2 0 1 3  
 

 Strengthen awareness of the participants on the potential of Open Access  in 
scientific knowledge  sharing that can be dramatically accelerated by ICTs;  

 Provide analysis for anticipating foreseeable trends and emerging challenges  in 
order to enable stakeholders to develop strategies and policies for implementation of 
Open Access; 

 Develop a partnership and collaboration among interested stakeholders as an 
enabling mechanism to improve access to and sharing of scientific information and 
research through Open Access.  

Expected Outcomes: 

 

The Regional Consultation of the Open Access is expected to achieve the following 
results:  

 UNESCO’s stakeholders enabled to understand trends and emerging challenges 
related to the impact of open access  on scientific information acquisition and 
sharing;  

 Context and the utility of Open Access policy discussed and regional specificities 
analysed as barriers or support for Open Access Policy adoption;  

 Specific technology generated trends, and their consequences for development  in 
scientific information and research sharing better understood;  

 Collaborative and collective efforts and actions behind the Open Access movement 
discussed and their policy implications are appreciated;  

Best practices of Open Access Initiatives from the region and beyond discussed and 
taken note of as a model to follow. 

Day 1 (Tuesday 5 March 2013): Inauguration and; Introduction to the Consultation 

09:00- 10:00 Registration 

10.00 -11.30 Inauguration  

 • Welcome Remarks: Hon. Lisa Hanna, Minister of Youth and Culture and 
Chairperson, Jamaica National Commission for UNESCO   

• Introduction and establishing the context: Dr. Indrajit Banerjee, Director, 
Knowledge Society Division, CI Sector, UNESCO 

• Address by Mr. Koji Tomita, Charge d’Affaires ad interim, Embassy of Japan for 
Jamaica, Bahamas and Belize 

• Address by Professor Eon Nigel Harris, Vice Chancellor, University of West Indies  
• Inaugural Address: Hon. Julian Robinson, Minister of State for Science, 

Technology, Energy and Mining,, Jamaica 
11.00 -11.30: Coffee break    

11:30 – 12:45 Session I:  

Session Chair and Key-note speech by Prof. Ronald Young, Pro-Vice-Chancellor, 

University of West Indies  

 

Rapporteur:  

 Introduction to the concept and underlying principles of UNESCO’s Strategies for Open 
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Access to Scientific Information and Research:  

Dr. Bhanu Neupane 

12:45- 14:00 Lunch 

14:00-16:30 Session II: Presentation of Regional Significance  

Session Chair: Dr. Indrajit Banerjee, Director, Knowledge Societies Division, UNESCO 

 Mr.  Abel Packer: SciELO: 15 years of Open Access Movement 

Ms. Dominique Babini: OA in the LAC Region 

 

15.30 -16.00: Coffee break    

Day 2 (Wednesday 6 March 2013): Situation of Open Access in GRULAC (Country Presentations) 

The day will be dedicated for Country-level presentations on policy for Open Access, inter alia, key 

approaches taken in the country, successes, key achievements, Open Access journals, management and 

maintenance of repositories. Presentation from the Participations (sit-in narration or 10 slides, maximum 

12 minute presentation, you may review UNESCO GOAP and provide any update that you may deem 

appropriate): 

 A brief overview of Open Access in your country (What is your perspective on the 
current status of OA developments in your country? Who are the major players 
(organizations and institutions)? What are the key national projects and initiatives?) 

 What are the potential barriers for further adoption? 
 What are the desired developments? 
 How kind of collaborative and collective efforts could contribute to advance OA in 

the region? 
 For countries where Open Access has had some success: what are the enabling 

features in the country?  
 What have been the critical success factors?  
 What national organizations or funding agencies have mandates in place requiring 

researchers to deposit their scholarship into an Open Access repository? 
 

10:00 – 11:00 Session III: Presentations on OA and GRULAC  

Session Chair: Mr. Everton Hannam, Secretary-General, Jamaican National Commission 

for UNESCO 

Rapporteur: 

 Name of countries : Jamaica, Argentine, Bahamas, Belize, Brazil, British Virgin Islands 

11.00 -11.30: Coffee break    

 Name of countries: Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador 

13:00- 14:15 Lunch 

14:15 – 17:30 Session IV: Presentations on OA and GRULAC  

Session Chair: Ms. Dominique Babini, Argentine 

Rapporteur: 

14:15-16:00 Name of countries : El Salvador, Guyana, Grenada, Guatemala, Mexico, Peru 

16.00 -16.30: Coffee break    

16.30 -17.30: Name of countries: Suriname, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Vincent and Grenadines, St. 
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Martin, Venezuela, Regional organizations( Latindex and others) 

  

Day 3 (Thursday 7 March 2013): Group Work to develop Regional Strategy) 

10:00 – 

11:45 

Session V: Group Discussion 1. Assessing level of Understanding of Open Access and 

Open Access Policy  

Discussion 

1:00 hours: 

coffee time 

could be 

used for  

group 

discussion.  

 

This session will provide an opportunity to the participants to make brief intervention on 

situation, available mandates and/or policies and the current status of Open Access in the 

region. The participants will be split in 2-3 groups and will be requested to discuss the 

following issues, primarily based on the country-level presentations, and report it back to 

the plenary: 

 

• What needs to be done to increase awareness about Open Access in the region? 
• What guideline should be made for the Governments and other research funders on 

Open Access 
• Form of Policy – Is it possible to make OA as a mandatory clause for research 

funding? 
• Scope of the policy – Is the OA understood uniformly? Is it possible to declare 

everything open, if not, what should be included and what should be allowed to 
remain restricted? What are target contents? 

Outcome: 1-2 page bulleted text summarizing the situation in the region 

 Session VI: Group Discussion 2. OA Implementing Open Access   

Discussion 

1:00 hours: 

coffee time 

could be 

used for 

group 

discussion.  

 

• Licensing 
o What is the best licensing that can be utilized  
o How to best comply with the policy on OA? 

• Status of Open repositories in region/country, mechanism of their operation? 
• Green or the Gold Form of Open Access? 
• Cooling off period before the documents are made Open Access 
• Article processing charges 
• Copyright 

o Compliance and sanctions 
• Capacity building needs 
Outcome: 1-2 page bulleted text summarizing the situation in the region 

13:00- 14:15 Lunch 

 Session VII: Group Discussion 3. Collective Strategy for the future  

Discussion 

1:00 hours: 

coffee time 

could be 

used for 

group 

discussion.  

 

• Regional Network 
• Who are the major players (organizations and institutions)? What are the key 

regional projects and initiatives?  
• What are the potential barriers for further adoption?  
• Which organization can provide a regional leadership? 
• What kinds of collaborative and collective efforts could contribute to advance OA 

in the region?  
• Role for UNESCO in approaching OA policy 
• List issues that a multilateral organization like UNESCO can potentially address 
Outcome: 1-2 page bulleted text summarizing the situation in the region 
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15:00-17:00 The session will conclude with plenary presentation of the groups and identification of a 

few people to draft regional understanding and commitment for Open Access, including 

recommendations, which will be summation of outcomes of all three session. In this 

session, participants will have the opportunity to review the UNESCO OA policy 

template and workout specific policy for their own country/institution and develop a 

work-plan on how to implement the same with specific timeline. 

 

Day 4 (Friday 8 March 2013):  

10:00–11:00 Discussion on Consultation Recommendations 

Collectively browse the set of agreement to finalize the final recommendation (session to 

be held,  if this task is left unfinished) 

11.00 -11.30: Coffee break    

11:30–13:15 Session VIII:  

IFAP: Programme and Priorities: Mr. Eric Nurse, Vice Chair, IFAP  

Approaching an Information Policy  

Facilitated by Dr.  Susana  Finquelievich 

 UNESCO’s standard-setting work is addressed primarily to Member States, i.e. their 

governments. The IFAP Template fully endorses the multi-stakeholder approach to the 

development of the Information Society, however, and acknowledges that the role of 

other stakeholders (especially entrepreneurs, network, service and content providers, but 

also, of course, civil society and NGOs) is as (if not, in some cases, more) important as 

that of governments. Nevertheless, this depends on the specific circumstances, and also 

on the stage of the process of developing the Information Society, in any particular 

country. The emphasis in this Template is primarily on what governments and the civil 

service should do and this was a deliberate choice, in keeping with the approach adopted 

in the Tunis Agenda for the Information Society, given that the document may be most 

useful in countries where the role of government policy and of the public sector is 

especially important. 

13:15- 14:15 Lunch 

14.15-16.00 IFAP session continues… 

16.00-1 7.00 Concluding session with special note on the Role of Women in Building Knowledge 

Societies: Commemorating International Women’s Day 

Key-note Address: Hon. Sen. Sandrea Falconer Minister for Information  

Concluding Remarks: Dr. Arun Kashyap, UNCT Coordinator, Jamaica 

Remarks by Mr. Everton Hannam SG, Jamaica National Commission for UNESCO 

Closing remarks and Vote-of Thanks: Mr. Robert Parua, Director-in-charge, UNESCO 
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Kingston Cluster     

List of Participants 

Name Country Email Contact 
Eric Henry Nurse Grenada ehnurse@hotmail.com 
Nora Montaño Caracas nmontano@cenit.gob.ve 
Cecy Castillo Belize cacastillo@ub.edu.bz  
Angel Smith British Virgin Islands Angsmith@hlscc.edu.vg 
Mónica Moraes Ramírez Bolivia Monicamoraes45@gmail.com 
Isabel Recavarren  Perú irecavarren@concytec.gob.pe 
Jafric Rhyner St Kitts & Nevis Jrhyner84@gmail.com 
James Frank Newton Commonwealth of 

Dominica 
buddynew@hotmail.com 

Jerry Teixeira Suriname Jerry.teixeira@uvs.edu 
Amaala Muhammad St Vincent and the 

Grenadines 
Herb_deb2000@yahoo.co.uk 

Rafael Ibarra (Lito) El Salvador ribarra@uca.edu.sv 
Patricia Muñoz Palma Chile pmunoz@conicyt.cl 
Tamara Hughes St Maarten Tamara.hughes.itde@gmail.com 
Marcia D Musgrove Bahamas marcia@breef.org 
Ricardo Casate Fernández Cuba casate@idict.cu or rcasate@gmail.com 
Margarita Ontiveros México montiveross@conacyt.mx or 

margarita.ontiveros@gmail.com 
Giovanna Riggio Dominican Republic griggio@adm.unapec.edu.do or 

gioriggio@gmail.com 
Peter Hensley Noel Grenada hpn_33@yahoo.com 
Abel Packer Brazil abel.packer@scielo.org 
Patricia Vega Costa Rica patricia.vega@ucr.ac.cr 
Dominique Babini Argentina dasbabini@gmail.com 
Lenandlar Singh Guyana lenandlar.singh@uog.edu.gy 
Mona Whyte Jamaica monaw@src-jamaica.org 
Susana Finquelievich Argentina sfinquel@gmail.com 
Paula Morais Sweden pmorais66@gmail.com 
Jennifer Joseph Trinidad jennifer.joseph@sta.uwi.edu 
Robert Lancashire Jamaica robert.lancashire@uwimona.edu.jm 
Nicole Wright Jamaica nwright@oca.gov.jm 
Donald Miller Jamaica donaldmiller@live.com or 

donaldmiller@mstem.gov.jm 
Doolarie Hopkinson Jamaica jnclibrarian@yahoo.com 
Swarna Bhandare Jamaica swarnabandara@gmail.com 
Prof. Tara Dasagupta Jamaica tara.dasgupta@gmail.com  
Bhanu Neupane UNESCO b.neupane@unesco.org  
Hara Prasad Padhy UNESCO h.padhy@unesco.org  
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Dr.  Indrajit Banerjee,  Director,  Knowledge Societies Division UNESCO 

Ms. Lisa Hanna, Minister of Youth and Culture and Chairperson, Jamaica National 
Commission for UNESCO   

Hon. Julian Robinson, Minister of State for Science, Technology, Energy and Mining, Jamaica 

Mr. Koji Tomita, Charge d’Affaires ad interim, Embassy of Japan for Jamaica, Bahamas and 
Belize  

Professor Eon Nigel Harris, Vice Chancellor, University of West Indies  

Director-in-charge and colleagues from the UNESCO Kingston Cluster,   

Excellencies,  

Distinguished guests   

Ladies and gentleman 

1. It is my sincere pleasure to welcome you this morning to the session. I understand that a 
common cause and an equally common curiosity have brought us all together – to 
understand the context of Open Access within the overall context of Information for All 
Programme of UNESCO. The dominant emotions I feel are those of profound respect for 
this gathering, as all of you will contribute to craft a yet another milestone for Open Access 
strategy of UNESCO. Perhaps this event will help us converge our views and 
commitments and help us create condition for synergies!  

2. I thank honourable Ministers for hosting the consultation and also provide my sincere 
appreciation to the Government of Japan for providing a generous support to UNESCO to 
invite you all here. I hope the Government of Japan will continue its support so that the 
outcome of the consultation can be implemented in this part of the world.  

3. Information and knowledge are key ingredients of social and economic development in 
modern societies. Knowledge societies need to create the necessary conditions to allow 
their workforces to have skills to handle information and be able to create, and solve 
problems in order to generate new knowledge and wealth. This is only possible through 
sustained efforts to improve access to quality education at all levels – primary, secondary 
and tertiary. Access to functioning Open knowledge hubs, at all of these levels, becomes 
equally important.   

4. While UNESCO’s goal is to build peace in the minds of men and women, the Organization 
focusses on building knowledge societies though information and communication to reach 
that goal. Amongst a variety of activities that UNESCO undertakes, some of the significant 
ones that may be of interests to you all are – Open Educational Resources, Open Access to 
scientific information and research, Free and Open Source Software, Multilingualism in 
cyberspace, and a long term preservation of digital information. Issues related to 
digitization of content, sharing of knowledge for human sustainable development, and 
preservation and perpetual access to digitally generated information are areas of concern 
for us on which UNESCO is trying to build awareness, policies and consensus amongst 
stakeholders.  

5. As the world enters a new decade of Open Access, it takes its place in a world whose 
prospects for justice are uncertain—a world in which economic security, literacy, 
opportunity for innovations  are not enjoyed by all. With all of our progress, poverty is still 
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the only prospect, and hunger a condition of life, for a shockingly large portion of the 
world's people. UN system has collectively upgraded the context of Knowledge in its 
development dialogue and now regards it as a “Knowledge challenge”.  

6. This is the very reason why UNESCO, supported by several member states, has decided to 
take up the challenge. As you will all agree, the global economy is becoming increasingly 
dependent upon the ability to efficiently produce, disseminate and use knowledge. Today, 
the competitiveness of a country depends on its knowledge acquisition capacity. 
Conversely, lack of application of knowledge and technical know-how accentuates the 
process of marginalization and economic deprivation. Development of Sciences and 
scientific progress takes a cue from a similar logic. The more we share, and the more we 
reduce obstacles for sharing of the knowledge that we produce, the more development we 
can record in our effort to serve the world. While the obstacles are many, the concept and 
philosophy of Open Access brings to us a variety of solutions to improve access to 
information and knowledge.  

7. After a long political process a formal mandate was given to UNESCO in 2009 to 
strengthen UNESCO’s leadership role in the area. Since 2011 we have been working in this 
area with a strong backing of the member states. As a result we completed a 
comprehensive scan of the world of Open Access through a Global mapping exercise,  
launched Global Open Access Portal,  published Open Access Policy guideline document, 
and have organized Regional Consultations to regionalize and localize these efforts for 
Open Access.    

8. In all the work UNESCO does in the field of OA, the overarching goal is to foster an 
enabling environment for OA in the Member States so that the benefits of research are 
accessible to everyone. We would like to encourage research funding agencies to create 
Open Access repositories as well as to set-up Open Access Funds for supporting 
publications in Open Access journals. We believe that the Open Access publication fees 
should be considered part of research budget. We also believe that embargo, if any, should 
be not more than 6 months and be automatically inscribed in the Open Access repository. 
The Policy Guidelines document recently released by UNESCO encourages self-archiving 
in institutional repositories, and has templates that can help research institutions to adopt 
OA policies quickly. Thus some level of policy reforms in research institutions is essential 
to improve access to peer-reviewed information to its users. 

9. This issue is at the heart of this consultation meeting.  Not only at the normative level,  but 
there are critical needs at strategic and operational levels to expand,  elaborate,  navigate 
and adjust policy that would be best fit for an institution or a country or the region as a 
whole. We are confident that at this meeting we will be able to discuss several of these 
issues at its core. I understand that the consultation is an integrated package of 5 key 
elements:  

a. Introduction to OA and a few key thematic addresses; 

b. A few detailed case study presentations; 

c. Brief Country-reporting and presentation; 

d. Group works at stakeholders’ level and at the regional level; and 
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e. Discussion on a way-forward   

10. As the very nature of any “consultations”,  this consultation also harbours the specificities 
of participation, debate,  discussion and consultation.  I’m sure you will be “open” to 
provide suggestions, accept diverse suggestions, collaborate within the region or sub-
region, and to develop a joint way forward.   Today’s consultation should get its spirit 
from Jamaican Olympic Gold Medalist Usain Bolt, and I paraphrase his words “We’ve 
worked hard for it, we've been injured and we've worked hard through it, and we've made 
it.”  

Ladies and Gentleman 

11. Probably the toughest questions we face today have to do with the challenges that our 
research and development face. I venture no political or economic predictions as my ability 
to define the future complexion of Open Access is no better than yours. There are no easy 
answers and there may be no sure path to finding any answers. There is one certainty 
however: Openness will pay, creating an enabling environment to Open Access to 
scientific information will benefit all of us. Let me conclude with the saying of a Jamaican 
personality that the whole world knows about: Bob Marley “Open your eyes, look within. 
Are you satisfied with the life you're living?” 

Thank You 
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HON. JULIAN ROBINSON, Minister of State 

Ministry of Science, Technology, Energy and Mining 

Inaugural Address - “Regional Consultation on “Open Access to Scientific Information and 
Research – Concept and Policies” 

Wyndam Hotel 

Tuesday, March 05, 2013, 10:00am 

Salutations 

>> 

I would like to thank UNESCO and the organisers for extending an invitation to me to be here 
today, to give the inaugural address for this very necessary and important Consultation on 
Open Access to Scientific Information and Research in our region. 

 

We have long recognised the value of information and ready access to information in 
addressing our development needs.  It has been accepted that to achieve sustainable economic 
growth and development and to compete and succeed in the global arena, we must pursue a 
knowledge-led development strategy; a strategy that produces innovation. 

 

Innovation can be the hallmark of development, but it has to be accessible and inclusive.  
Accessible innovation and inclusive development entails increased accountability and 
transparency on the part of everyone - innovators, researchers, the private sector, the 
government and the wider society.  As a country, and as a region, we not only need to have 
access, we need to have access to relevant and useful information, based on our contexts and 
particularities so that we properly develop our human capacity. 
 

We have seen from our Asian counterparts that having knowledge as a key development 
strategy pays off and has allowed them to move significantly up the value added chain in the 
last few decades. 

 

We need to see how we can do the same in the Caribbean and Latin America.  Open Access to 
scientific research would offer us a level of productivity previously untapped and would allow 
not just access to the research but would offer our Scientists and researchers increased 
visibility for the innovative work they’re doing.   

 

We also have to think strategically as a government about returns on our research and 
development AND our science and technology investments.  We need to ensure that our 
return on public investment includes accessibility and usefulness parameters. 

 

As an observation, The UWI recently held their Research Days at Mona last month, which 
showcased ongoing research and researchers on the campus and allowed open access to the 
general public and especially high school students to participate.  Those days of activities were 
excellent in bringing awareness to some of the outstanding work being done by our very own, 
right here in Jamaica.  It is unfortunate and really unacceptable that when those research 
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works are published, most Jamaicans will not have access to the information. 

 

It has been argued before that developing countries have a much greater need for Open Access 
since we have limited journal subscription rates at our institutions and our exchange rate 
issues makes it less attractive to subscribe.  And that is true; however, studies over the last few 
years have shown that paid subscription to journals have created limitations for researchers in 
developed countries as well. 

 

In a survey of more than 5,500 senior researchers in developed countries, the authors found 
that “almost 74% thought that ‘high prices made it difficult to access the journal literature.’  In 
another survey the author reported that almost half of the 750 researchers surveyed reported 
having problems gaining access to the resources they needed for their research – with more 
than half in medical and biological sciences (52.5%) and arts and humanities (53.4%) reporting 
difficulties.  

 

The major problem reported was access to journal articles, books and conference proceedings. 
Of those reporting difficulties, between 80% and 90% of researchers in medical and biological 
sciences, physical sciences and social sciences said that their ‘library did not take the journals 
they needed to access for their work’, as did 70% to 80% of those in languages, arts and 
humanities. 

 

Such studies indicate that it is not an issue being battled only by developing countries or small 
countries such as ours in the Caribbean, therefore, it is an area in which we can find ready 
support and cooperation with our friends and development partners in developed countries. 

 

I conclude by highlighting what I think are three levels of impact and opportunities with Open 
Access to scientific information and research in the region in general but relating to Jamaica 
specifically: 

1. Impact on the Research community  

Open Access has the potential to save time and effort and prevent duplication of research.  It 
would also greatly improve the efficiencies of research and development in our higher 
education institutions and research facilities.  It would allow for greater collaborations both 
within and across institutions and within and across sectors and geography.  Open Access 
gives us increased possibilities for commercialisation.   

Beyond the research community, there are anticipated benefits to the broader science and 
technology industry as it relates to research and development, society and greater integration 
and educational inclusiveness. 

2. Impact on Government 

As I mentioned before, it is likely that the government could benefit from an increased return 
on public investments and this is especially important as the government moves to implement 
a Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) Strategic Roadmap, which seeks to:  

a. Rationalise the STI Sector with the aim of accelerated product development and 
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effective commercialisation; and 

b. Design a system for the general support of research development and innovation. 

 

3. Impact on the wider society 

Lastly, but certainly not least, Open Access to science information and science research would 
result in a more informed citizenry, which leads to increased possibilities for innovation and 
entrepreneurship.  It is from the wider society, having access to and making use of scientific 
information and research that we can begin to talk about engendering, developing, and 
sustaining a knowledge-led development strategy.  As I have mentioned, it is such a strategy 
that will ensure that we get the kind of socio-economic development we desperately need. 

 

I hope your deliberations over the next few days are fruitful and I sincerely hope that out of 
this Consultation we will have a workable model in the region for the way forward in Open 
Access, opportunities await. 

 

I thank you. 
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ANNEXURE III: Introduction to the concept and 
underlying principles of Open Access 
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Ronald E. Young 

Professor of Human and Comparative Physiology, UWI 

Keynote Address – Open Access Workshop, Kingston, Jamaica, 05 March 2013 

Since the start of organised scientific investigations, it has been the drive of scientists to share 

their work with like-minded persons, in order to elicit praise, admiration and even criticism, 

so that colleagues could benefit from your findings and you from theirs.  In those early times, 

communication was slow and difficult and learned societies became an important vehicle for 

bringing together professional scientists with wealthy amateurs who could possibly fund their 

work. The proceedings of these meetings became increasingly professional, and the emergent 

journals became an important means of communication both nationally and internationally. 

Indeed, Darwin’s great works could never have been completed without the help of a host of 

collaborators, the conduct of heated discussions in meetings of the Royal Society, and 

communications aimed at establishing proselytes and convincing or discrediting antagonists 

across national, religious, disciplinary and other boundaries. Even then, issues of ownership 

were huge and priority of publication was a critical issue for the careful and plodding Darwin 

and the more facile Wallace, who independently formulated the theory of Natural Selection – a 

potential dispute, resolved by a combination of gentlemanly discourse and political 

machinations. Authors at that time had to fund heavy costs of publication and often, finding 

well-off sponsors was essential.  This may sound familiar, but according to the well-known, 

and somewhat cynical French expression “Plus ça change, plus c’est la meme chose” – the 

more things change, the more they stay the same.  Yet, as I contemplate this expression, it 

occurs to me that there is a less cynical and perhaps more positive interpretation of this saying 

– especially if we recognise that in fact, the only constant is change and that the sameness IS 

change.  This recognition that change is inevitable and must be embraced, is important as we 

push to establish Open Knowledge Environments, founded upon the new realities which exist 

today. 

Since the days of Darwin, communication and publication of scientific work have undergone 

great changes. Universities have grown and transformed in size, complexity and accessibility. 

Journals have evolved into competitive private enterprises; peer-review has become the norm; 

dicta such as “publish or perish” have emerged, and elaborate systems for assessment and 

promotion, based upon numbers of publications, citation indices and journal impact factors 

have been designed. God forbid that we should seek to directly assess the quality of an 

individual’s work!  

General interest, non-research-based journals now have paid editors and editorial boards who 

select and pay authors for articles designed to sell the journal; reviewers also are paid. The 
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public buys the journal; advertisers pay for exposure of their products to potential readers, 

and the journal survives based on the skill of the editors in holding their readers. 

The typical scientific journal retains paid administrative staff and largely voluntary editorial 

boards; they receive articles from researchers whose work is often supported by taxpayers, 

and who are not paid and (usually) do not pay for publication. Articles are accepted for 

publication based upon the reviews of two or three unpaid “peer-reviewers”. Copyright is 

usually transferred to the journal.  

Reviewers are usually anonymous, but the authors and their affiliations are often not, so that 

decisions of editors and reviewers are not always totally unbiased. “Political considerations” 

not necessarily consistent with quality or originality may sway decisions. Libraries and 

individuals, often supported by taxpayers, may purchase the journals or pay in some way for 

accessing the articles. Advertising may be included but is not ubiquitous.  The system is not 

perfect by any means, but it has served us well and, as indicated, has evolved as an integral 

part of the scientific ecosystem.  

Today, the circumstances which led to the establishment of the standard scientific journal have 

changed tremendously. The speed and cost of communication has been infinitely reduced – 

and I say “infinitely” advisedly – with the advent of the world-wide web, and so has the 

labour of lay-out for publication.  Yet, it has been reported that the prices of Journals increased 

by some 215% between 1990 and 2005, and continue to rise, to the point where many libraries, 

particularly those in developing countries, are unable to afford subscriptions. The feeling is 

growing that it is not quite fair that the taxpayer should pay for the research to be done and 

then be required to pay for accessing the outcomes of the research which they paid for in the 

first place.   

In modern societies, economic success depends upon access to information and the ability to 

use this information to drive innovation and add value to products sold in the global 

marketplace. Unfettered, affordable access to information in manageable form, and the ability 

to use it to make good and timely decisions and competitive products, therefore has become 

an essential need of societies wishing to advance economically.  Factors which drive 

information out of reach of poor, developing countries, or hamper their participation in 

information interchange, correspondingly, become unfair handicaps. 

Paradoxically, with the volume of information circulating in e-space and the speed of 

innovation, given the numbers of competing researchers, it is impossible for any single 

individual or entity to readily exploit all aspects of data generated in real time. The window of 

opportunity for utilizing sequestered information has become very narrow indeed, and it is 

becoming increasingly clear that the optimal way to exploit generated information is to share 
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freely, as much as possible, that which cannot be immediately exploited.  Through such 

sharing, others will have the opportunity to exploit and develop aspects of your discoveries 

which you would have been unable to exploit, and new derived ideas will eventually come 

back to you, for your further exploitation, as a consequence of this sharing. So, I exhort you, 

follow the Good Book and “Cast your bread upon the waters, because after a time it will 

return to you” – and I might add, greatly augmented. There is no longer, if there ever was, any 

long-term efficacy in keeping your information close to your chest, as a global strategy. 

Lest this be deemed baseless, wishful thinking, let me point out the case of the Human 

Genome Project, spurred to early completion in 2003 (expected time of completion was 2005), 

by vigorous competition between public (NIH & DOE, USA) and private (Wellcome Sanger 

Institute and JCVI – J Craig Venter Institute in the UK) and other international collaborators 

including Japan, Germany, France and China. The results of this enterprise were made 

available free of cost for private or public use, through an announcement by President Clinton 

of the USA and Prime Minister Blair of the UK.  Current estimates are that an initial 

investment of some $3.8 billion, consequent upon the management of the findings under the 

Open Access philosophy, has had an economic impact of over $796 billion, and has spawned a 

burgeoning proliferation of additional discoveries and inventions.  The NIH (USA) and the 

Wellcome Trust (UK) continue today to be major exponents of Open Access to publicly funded 

research findings, through their support of the NIH-PubMed Central and Europe PubMed 

Central repositories, offering stable, permanent, free access online to full-text, peer-reviewed, 

digital archives.  

Several publishing houses, including the venerable Royal Society Publishing, Elsevier and 

Springer-Verlag, subscribe to some aspects of the varying levels of Open Access, and archiving 

offered by PubMed Central and related repositories. A popular format embodied in the Gold 

Access level, involves author payment for publication to allow immediate and direct open 

access to your article. The costs are often taken up institutionally, but it should be noted that in 

2007, Yale discontinued its support for articles published by its faculty in BioMed Central 

(although retaining its membership in the Public Library of Science (PLOS)), claiming that its 

costs rose from $4,700 in 2005 to $31,625 in 2006.  BioMed Central maintained that the 

increased costs were due to increasing numbers of participants, and that the cost per article 

had remained at reasonable levels. None-the-less, in 2007, 15 subscribers cancelled 

membership.  Cost and sustainability therefore remain a problem, and authors, again, may 

have to find wealthy sponsors in order to publish their research findings in Open Repositories.  

The more things change… 

Issues involve not only cost but also intellectual property. This, to a great extent, is being 

addressed by overtures to revisit patenting laws and through the efforts of the creative 
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commons. But the evolved ecosystem surrounding and supporting the traditional journals and 

publishing processes, must not be underestimated.  

Much work has been done in the region to promote understanding and use of open access 

journals and repositories, and the University of the West Indies and its affiliates have been 

integrally involved in this. The UWI recognises that with its reach across the English speaking 

Caribbean; with its still new Open Campus, and with its existence as an organ of CARICOM, it 

has a pivotal role to play in promoting Open Access in the region.  It most willingly embraces 

this role. 

I would now like to briefly review some of the pertinent work that has been done in the 

region, and in which the UWI and Caribbean Academy of Sciences have participated in one 

way or another. 

In May, 2007 a workshop on “Strategies for Open and Permanent Access to Scientific 

Information in Latin America” was held in Atibaia, Sao Paulo, Brazil.  It was organized by 

Centro de Referencia em informacao Ambiiental (CRIA), Brazil, and CODATA, USA. Professor 

Tara Dasgupta, then President of Caribbean Academy of Sciences, attended.  

In September 2008 a IANAS/IAP workshop to discuss the IAP Project on “Digital Knowledge 

Resources and Infrastructure in Developing countries for Central America and the Caribbean” 

was held in Havana, Cuba, perhaps the country most deeply engaged in pursuing the cause of 

OA in the region. Professor Robert Lancashire, Secretary, CAS represented the Caribbean 

Academy.  The participants considered management, technical and infrastructural issues, legal 

and policy issues, institutional and economic issues and had a focus discussion on Health. 

Professor Lancashire chaired the session on International Trends and Perspectives. 

In May 2010 an IAP/CAS Technical Training meeting on Open Access and the Dissemination 

of Scientific Information in Central America and the Caribbean was 0held in Montego Bay, 

Jamaica. As a Pro Vice-Chancellor at UWI and a Fellow of CAS, I chaired the opening session 

and made opening remarks. Fact-finding surveys were presented, with Professor Lancashire 

presenting on Jamaica and the Caribbean.  Discussions covered Setting up of an OA 

Repository, DSpace, Open Source Journal Management and How to Foster High-Speed RENs 

in the Region – an activity that has advanced significantly with the recent CKLN inauguration 

of C@ribNET, and with the developing NRENs in the CARICOM countries, in which the UWI 

has been an integral participant.  CKLN through C@ribNET now connects over 30 regional 

Tertiary Education Institutions and has established a model project at the TAMCC  in 

Grenada.  A significant parallel development is the current finalising of the OAS-funded and 

ICENS -driven  regional database to promote Best Practice in storing, sharing and managing 

regional data and metadata, particularly in Agriculture, Tourism and Health, for helping 
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decision-makers in the CARICOM countries. Under the guidance of Dr Richard Annells 

(Director) and John Preston of ICENS, DSpace is being used as the platform. ICENS is looking 

forward to collaborating closely with CKLN and the NRENs in fully realising the worthy aims 

of this project which is to be concluded shortly. ICENS has also for several years, been 

managing the EShare repository which houses environmental data related to Jamaica. 

Communities include the Ministry of Agriculture, ICENS and the Faculty of Science & 

Technology, UWI. 

In January 2011 the Caribbean Academy of Sciences in collaboration with TWAS and IAP, in 

Kingston, Jamaica, sponsored yet another workshop on Open Knowledge Environments, 

concentrating on Conceptual, Management, Technological, Cost and Sustainability issues.  

Carlton Samuels spoke about CKLN activities and Professor Tara Dasgupta was integrally 

involved in the discussions as immediate past President of CAS.  A comprehensive proposal to 

the ACP-EU for €900,000 has been submitted to develop OKE-OA Science Repositories in the 

ACP S&T communities, primarily in the Caribbean, incorporating the Caribbean RENs and in 

collaboration with C@ribNET. 

CAS and UNESCO have together been promoting OA regionally over the past three years. 

One repository, OKCARIB.net, has been created through a 2011 UNESCO grant to the UWI, 

and a related Manual has been prepared and distributed by CAS. The repository, using 

DSpace as a platform, archives S&T research information generated within or useful to the 

Caribbean. Training of stakeholders on DSpace has started and a workshop was held at the 

UWI in Jamaica in Nov 2012 to train potential users in the use of the repository.   

A National OA group has been formed in Cuba, who, as noted already, are well advanced in 

OKE development, and National groups are to be formed in Guatemala and Nicaragua.  Cuba 

and Jamaica appear to be well poised to lead in the establishment of OIRs in the Spanish and 

English speaking Caribbean and accordingly, the Cuban and Jamaican Academies of Science 

are involved in furthering this potential role. CAS has committed to establish an Open Access 

Policy, to encourage submissions to the existing OAR, and to set up an Open Access 

Committee for interpreting and implementing the policy, vetting content, and dealing with 

disputes. This is currently in progress, but is hampered by the lack of financing. 

The UWI Library system has been fully involved in trying to foster the adoption of Open 

Access and the creation of Institutional Repositories, aimed firstly at establishing ownership 

and institutional branding of faculty and graduate research, whilst preserving global access; 

and secondly, at increasing institutional visibility and producing, as ResearchGate proposes to 

do, a more meaningful alternative to the ISI citation index – offering, perhaps, new and 

creative indicators of individual and institutional quality, more grounded than hitherto 
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available, in the actual engagement of individuals in carrying forward their disciplines. 

UWISpace, the Institutional Repository was created at the St. Augustine Campus (Trinidad & 

Tobago) and has been accepted by the other Campuses as the space for the storage and 

preservation of a variety of digital objects, theses and journal articles. The libraries across the 

system are actively contributing to the IR. The UWI Mona Campus (Jamaica) is the regional 

coordinator for SciELO, and the West Indian Medical Journal (WIMJ), based on the Mona 

Campus, is now archiving its publications on SciELO. The St. Augustine Campus has set up an 

Open Journal System to facilitate the publishing of online journals by Campus departments. 

To date, online journals have been created in Liberal Arts, Gender Studies, History, 

Instructional Development Unit, Behavioural Sciences and the Veterinary School. 

Unfortunately, there is still much to be done. Despite efforts to push involvement in OA 

publishing on all campuses of the UWI, and despite the creation of DSpace repositories for 

research papers, theses, dissertations and conference presentations, uptake has been less than 

enthusiastic. It has been noted, however, that before the 2005 mandate by NIH that every effort 

should be made to lodge all publications resulting from NIH-funded research in OA 

repositories, compliance was less than 5%, but after this declaration, compliance climbed by 

2008 to 49% of papers being archived to PubMed Central. Perhaps a similar mandate should 

be considered by UWI, but firstly, we will have to clearly address concerns regarding 

intellectual property protection, reward as a part of academic assessment and promotion, and 

sustainability of e-published journals and repositories. 

The deliberations of this conference, then, aimed “To share understanding of how free and 

unrestricted access to research and scholarly communication can increase the impact of 

research and benefit research institutions, authors, journal publishers and the society as a 

whole”,  although daunting, are absolutely necessary and, thankfully, seem likely to fall on 

fertile, well-prepared soil.  I trust that fruit will come forth in abundance, and that new, 

creative and most importantly, more workable and equitable ways will be found to share 

scientific ideas and discoveries in order to optimally advance the developing societies of the 

region and benefit the peoples comprising them.  Thank you for your attention and best 

wishes for a rewarding and stimulating workshop. 

Ronald E. Young 

Professor of Human and Comparative Physiology, UWI 

05 March 2013 
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GROUP DISCUSSION 1: LATIN AMERICA  

 

WHY IS OA IMPORTANT 

• Allows public access to knowledge, promoting democratization, equity and simetry in 

access to local and international research results for generation of new knowledge to 

search improving quality of life for individual and societies 

• It allows visibility to research results from the region, which today is invisible in 

mainstream indexes 

• It improves research output in the region:  reducing times of research process, efficient 

and timely access to literature, building on existing knowledge, strengthen 

interdisciplinarity and multidisciplinarity in research, avoids national duplication of 

investment in the same subjects 

• Facilitates regional and international research cooperation:  each country can add research 

from other regions to its own research agenda, establish research networks, , , allows 

complementary sharing of international investment in similar research topics, To be 

available to see what other countries of the region produce and be able to cooperate 

• Allows transference of research results for evidence-based opinions for policy and for 

building citizenship 

• Enhances LAC research contribution to the global  agenda and also allows LAC to 

participate in the determination of global agendas  

 

WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE TO INCREASE AWARENESS ABOUT OPEN ACCESS IN THE 

REGION 

• Build the image of quality associated with OA 

• Disseminate best OA practices from the region and worldwide 

• Build a regional and national communication strategy for OA promotion in the region:  

 develop the argument of why quality OA provides solution to present needs of a 

region in global context where developing regions research output is invisible  

 build public opinion about OA, working with journalists and social networks 

• National and regional plans for OA awareness: events for officials, decision-makers, 

editors, journalists, evaluators of research in funding agencies 
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• Quality control procedures of digital contents should be described, In OA green and gold 

platforms in LAC 

 

• FORM OF POLICY (is it possible to make OA as mandatory clause for research funding) 

• OA national legislation for State funded research results to be incorporated in OA digital 

repositories (in discussion in Congress in Argentina, Brazil, Peru) 

• OA institutional mandates should require, more than recommend, deposit of state funded 

research results 

• OA has to be part of the national research infrastructure and budget, and follow 

international 

• Specific policy for OA e-books with research results 

• Specific policy for OA research data 

 

SCOPE OF THE POLICY (what will be OA?, what will remain restricted, what are the target 

contents?) 

State funded research results: 

• Peer-review scientific and academic  journals and articles 

• Postgraduate thesis (master and doctorate) 

• Academic and research books 

• Research reports 

• Research data 

 

SESSION VI:  

Licencing: 

• Licence recommended  BY-NC  (non commercial use) 

 

Major regional players:  

• Gold open access: Scielo, Redalyc 

• Green open access: La Referencia 
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Support needed from UNESCO: 

 

• Strengthening regional cooperation and interoperability among existing OA regional 

programs, both green and gold.   

• UNESCO should work together with La Referencia, as the regional representative of the 

green road, to strengthen its activities and promote membership from other countries of 

LAC 

• In the regional gold road, UNESCO should endorse and support activities such as those 

promoted by SciELO and other initiatives as Redalyc and Latindex, to improve quality of 

scientific and academic journals  

• Strengthen OA south-south cooperation Caribbean-Latin America  

• Generate awareness among high officials of governments and research agencies about 

importance of OA for scientific development and its contribution to national development 

• Advances of green OA in LA, concerning deposit of articles published in commercial 

publishers, depends on international negotiations which LA cannot undertake alone.   

• UNESCO could support a commons initiative of LA countries, creating a regional 

working group, to develop, as soon as possible, a regiona common OA policy, as did USA 

and the European Commission 

• UNESCO should include LAC OA best practices and experiences when advocating OA in 

the international context 

• UNESCO should coordinate activities with other agencies working on OA issues in LAC, 

ex. OCDE, INASP, IDRC, IADB 

• UNESCO should include OA discussions in the high level policy meetings towards WSIS 

2015 
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El clúster UNESCO incluye países con diferentes niveles de desarrollo del OA:  

• Cuba 

• República Dominicana 

• Haití 

• Aruba 

Las recomendaciones deberán estar orientadas a satisfacer distintas necesidades de acuerdo al 

nivel de desarrollo de cada país. 

Grupo I: Haití  

Grupo II: República Dominicana  

Grupo III: Cuba  

¿? Aruba 

Recomendaciones para los gobiernos: 

1. Establecer un mecanismo de coordinación, por ejemplo una Comisión Nacional para el 

desarrollo del acceso abierto, cuyos objetivos podrían ser: 

• Identificar e integrar a los principales agentes implicados en el desarrollo del acceso 

abierto. 

• Identificar las iniciativas de acceso abierto (repositorios digitales y revistas de acceso 

abierto) y las capacidades (tecnológicas, recursos humanos y financieras) existentes en 

cada país 

• Identificar las políticas (nacionales, ramales y/o institucionales) que apoyan el desarrollo 

de iniciativas de acceso abierto. 

• Monitorear el desarrollo del acceso abierto en la región, establecer contactos y promover 

acciones de colaboración con grupos homólogos en otros países. 

• Elaborar recomendaciones para la elaboración de una política nacional para el desarrollo 

del acceso abierto. 

• Definir estrategias para el desarrollo de las dos vías del acceso abierto, en correspondencia 

con el grado de avance, las necesidades y las capacidades de cada país. 

• Organizar acciones de sensibilización y de promoción de las ventajas del acceso abierto 

dirigidas a universidades, centros de investigación y a la población en general. 

2. Establecer una política nacional de acceso abierto alineada a la estrategia nacional de 

desarrollo de cada país. 

3. Destinar y gestionar fondos para el financiamiento de las iniciativas de acceso abierto. 
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Algunas estrategias a considerar 

• Promover el desarrollo de revistas de acceso abierto de calidad de manera estratégica y 

sostenible, así como su incorporación a los portales de revistas de acceso abierto existentes 

en la región como vía para incrementar su visibilidad e impacto. 

• Desarrollar acciones de capacitación en materia de comunicación científica, gestión de 

derechos en el acceso abierto y plataformas tecnológicas para repositorios y revistas. 

• Promover el desarrollo de repositorios institucionales (propios o consorciados), en 

correspondencia con la producción científica y las capacidades de cada país, velando por 

la sostenibilidad de estos proyectos. 

• Tener en cuenta el acceso abierto en las políticas de evaluación. 

• Participar en proyectos regionales y contribuir con el aporte de contenidos a repositorios 

temáticos. 

Actores clave pos países 

Cuba 

• Ministerio de Ciencia, Tecnología y Medio Ambiente (CITMA). 

• Ministerio de Educación Superior (MES). 

• Ministerio de Educación (MINED). 

• Ministerio de Informática y Comunicaciones (MIC). 

• Academia de Ciencias de Cuba (ACC). 

• Ministerio de Cultura (MINCULT). 

• Ministerio de Economía y Planificación (MEP). 

• Instituto de Información Científica y Tecnológica (IDICT). 

• Red Telemática de Salud (Infomed). 

• Universidad de las Ciencias Informáticas (UCI). 

• Centro Nacional de Derecho de Autor (CENDA). 

• Universidades e institutos de investigación. 

• Consejo de Coordinación del Sistema Nacional de Información Científica y 

Tecnológica. 

• Grupo Coordinador de Trabajo Cooperado de Bibliotecas. 

• Comisión Nacional de la UNESCO de Cuba (CNCU) 

• Centro de acopio LATINDEX para Cuba. 
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República Dominicana  

• Dominican National Commission for UNESCO 

• Dominican Telecommunications Institute (INDOTEL) 

• General Archive of the Nation (AGN) 

• Global Foundation for Democracy and Development (GFDD) 

• Ministry of Economy, Planning and Development (MEPYD) 

• Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology (MESCYT)  

• Ministry of Public Health (MSP) 

• National Commission for Knowledge and Information Society (CNSIC) 

• Office for National Statistics (ONE) 

• Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO/WHO-DO) 

• Sciences Academy of the Dominican Republic (ACRD) 

• UNESCO Cluster Office to Cuba, Dominican Republic, Haiti and Aruba  

• Universities and research centers 

• Centro LATINDEX para República Dominicana. 

• Asociación Dominicana de Rectores de Universidades. 

• Asociación de Bibliotecas Universitarias Dominicanas. 
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Group Discussion 3: Collective Strategy for the Future 

Regional Network 

Caribbean Group: Bahamas, Belize, British Virgin Islands, Dominica, Guyana, Grenada, 

Jamaica, Suriname, St.Kitts & Nevis, St. Vincent & Grenadines, St. Maarten 

 

1. Who are the major players (organizations and institutions)?  What are the key regional 

projects and initiatives? 

- UNESCO, COL, Caricom, CICAD, OECS, CKLN, Universities, Ministries of Educ., Sci. 

& Tech. 

- Digital Libraries of the Caribbean, CaribNet – nRENs  

 

2. Potential Barriers 

- Lack of technical infrastructure 

- Need for national policy on research; on OA;  or amendment to existing policies 

- Some countries not part of some regional networks 

- Need for inter-governmental cooperation/agreement 

- Nationalism; resistance to integration/sharing by countries involved 

- Lack of capacity for research  

- Some existing research needs to be formalized 

- Need for funding for research 

- No physical platform for ongoing collaboration on the research level (rationale for 

creating C@ribNet) 

 

3.  Which organization can provide a regional leadership? 

- CKLN as an Agency; in collaboration with working group 

 

4. Which kinds of collaborative and collective efforts could contribute to advance OA in 

the region? 

- Create a community of practice on OA on C@ribNet 

- Follow-up meeting to inform missing countries; to further discuss the way forward; to 

bring back more info from countries 
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- Seek out existing open access journals; consider creation of OA journal where none 

exist regionally 

- Collaborate on research via working groups; societies (existing) 

- Regional ICT steering committee with CKLN to support countries who need 

infrastructure 

- Development of knowledge societies in various disciplines 

- Feedback to develop an implementation plan for OA 

 

5. Role for UNESCO in approaching OA policy 

- Funding  

- Capacity building to facilitate OA 

- Request that regional governments support CKLN as an agency 

- Require that UNESCO funded projects be OA 

 

6. List issues that a multilateral organization like UNESCO can potentially address 

- Continue to expand  Education on Digital Citizenship 

- Request that regional governments support CKLN as an agency 

- Make more funding available for research in universities 

- Require that UNESCO funded research projects be OA 
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ADDRESS 

BY 

MINISTER WITH RESPONSIBILITY FOR INFORMATION IN THE OFFICE OF THE PRIME 
MINISTER, 

SENATOR, THE HON SANDREA FALCONER, 

AT UNESCO OPEN ACCESS CONCULTATION, INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY, 
MACH 8, 2013, WYNDHAM HOTEL 

“THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN THE BUILDING OF KNOWLEDGE SOCIETIES” 

 

 

SALUTATIONS 

 

May I extend special International Women’s Day greetings to all our women and thank the 
organizers of this Consultation for their kind invitation to address this august group. You have 
been discussing the critical issue of open access, which UNESCO has quite wisely been 
championing. It is a truism that knowledge is power therefore inequality in the access to 
knowledge   translates into inequality in most areas and an obstacle to development. 

 

In an age that has been characterized  by liberalization and openness—of  trade,  investment,  
finance, technology  and   contacts between  peoples—it is ironic  that  there is still resistance 
in some quarters to liberalization and open access to information. For years large numbers of 
people  were denied access to certain medicines because certain people thought it was their 
inalienable right to patent that knowledge and make those vital medicines unavailable to those 
most in need. It took some lobbying and organizing for some to see that  crucial scientific 
knowledge related to the health of people should be shared. 

 

We have broken that barrier. 

 

Today, there is still some resistance to the concept of open access to information on scientific 
and technical matters.  There is still the tendency to lock in and lock out. Organizations like 
UNESCO must be commended for the progressive work it has done on behalf of the 
marginalized and excluded, and for the intellectual rigor with which it has conducted its work. 

 

The information and communications revolution has vastly facilitated the  diffusion of 
knowledge. Ordinary citizens now have access to an amazing store of information. 
Marginalized people can, with simple technological devices, open up a whole new world to 
themselves. We have the platforms to foster our empowerment. Many doors have been 
opened and previously excluded persons have gone through those doors and have taken their 
seats at the table. But there is more to be done. There are more doors to be pried open, and 
more seats to be provided at the table.  This  is why UNESCO’s work is so important and why 
it is  crucial  that states support UNESCO in its thrust  for open access.  
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The Jamaican Government fully supports access to information and liberalization of 
information flows, particularly critical  scientific  and technical  information. We believe that 
women stand to benefit more from this open access. Women are natural information carriers 
and facilitators. They play a pivotal, if sometimes unrecognized, role in building knowledge 
societies and fostering a thirst for information.  The more opportunities  are opened to them, 
the more impactful their role and influence will be. First, we must acknowledge the fact that, 
certainly in our Caribbean societies, women are the primary teachers at home. It is the women 
who are doing the homework. It is the women who are checking the books, who are ensuring 
that the school lessons are being attended to. It is the women who are the first to recognize if 
there are learning difficulties or other challenges. 

 

Women are the primary motivators for learning. Talk to  the super-achieving men.  They will 
tell you of the role their mothers and teachers played.   I am not saying men  don’t  play their 
role but men and women agree  that women are the primary motivators  toward educational 
achievement, certainly in the early  and formative years.  

 

• A woman’s patience with children with their homework,  

• her willingness to stay with that child who might not be grasping the point as readily; 

• her  supervision at home;  

• her  careful  management of the duties of the home and of their children’s time;  

• all of these activities  give women a decisive role in building a knowledge society. 

 

Talk to our men  and they will tell you the role played by their mothers and grandmothers. 
Women play an important role in not only exciting children’s intellectual curiosity and 
nurturing it, they are also important carriers of our cultural traditions. It is largely from 
women  that  we in the Caribbean have learned of our African and indigenous Caribbean 
proverbs and folklore.  

 

When we needed  that extra push, that extra  motivation,  that extra drive to get something 
accomplished; when  we  had all but given up and thrown in the towel, mother  or 
grandmother has come  with a proverb, some little saying  or  story from our rich cultural 
archive to press  home an important point or lesson. We would have heard a grandmother or a 
mother encouraging us to seize the first opportunity say “hag sey de fus dutty wata me ketch 
mi wash” or “if you want good u nose haffi run”… meaning that if you want success you have 
to work hard. 

 

Knowledge societies are not built by technologies. They  are facilitated by technologies. They 
are given greater scope and intensity by technologies.  They are built essentially  by a certain 
spirit of enquiry, an intellectual curiosity, a thirst for and appreciation of knowledge. If people 
don’t develop a culture of learning, a culture of continuous improvement and innovation and 
a spirit of intellectual creativity, the technologies will be of no use. 
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History is replete with examples of civilizations which had made remarkable inventions and 
discoveries, but which were  eventually overtaken   by other, less technologically advanced 
civilizations, which had a different approach to knowledge and knowledge creation. It is that 
quest for knowledge, that mindset that is obsessively inquisitive and probing that is your best 
predictor of success. 

 

We as women possess that natural curiosity.   It is something we instill in our children from 
early.  It is said that “women hold up   half the sky”. They certainly hold up more than half of  
planet earth.  Women represent more than half of the world’s university students and in 
Jamaica the current rate of enrolment in tertiary institutions is two to one in favour of  females.   

 

Females out perform males at every level of the Jamaican education system. The 2012 World 
Development Report of the World Bank which focused on “Gender Equality and 
Development” makes the point that, “Gender equality can have a great impact on 
productivity. Women now represent more than 40% of the global labour force and 43% of the 
agricultural workforce. For an economy to be functioning at its potential, women’s skills and 
talents should be engaged in activities that make the best use of those abilities”. 

The Jamaican Government is firmly committed to this. Jamaica has been a leader in gender 
empowerment in the region. Jamaica was the first English speaking country in the region to 
achieve universal adult suffrage and grant women the right  to be elected to Parliament.  

 

Today,  Jamaica has a female Prime Minister who is  serving her second term and, of course, a 
female Minister  with responsibility for Information! Nearly 40 years ago, Jamaica   established 
a women’s desk to assist in promoting policies and programmes to integrate women’s 
concerns into national development. 

 

In 1972,  we established the Bureau of Women’s Affairs,  the first  national women’s  
machinery in the Caribbean. By  1978 the Women’s Centre of Jamaica Foundation was 
established to reintegrate adolescent mothers into the education system. The following  year 
we established the Maternity Leave Act granting paid leave to expectant mothers. Jamaica has 
some of the most progressive pieces of women’s rights legislation.  

 

Enshrined in our Charter of Fundamental Rights and Freedoms is the right to non-
discrimination on the basis of gender.  Our Government is committed to continue the 
empowerment of our women and girls so they can make meaningful choices and attain their 
full potential. 

 

I don’t want to close on the role of women in building knowledge societies without addressing 
a fundamental matter which is sometimes overlooked. On this International Women’s Day we 
must ask what type of knowledge  society we are building. What is the purpose to which this 
knowledge will be put? In whose interest will this knowledge be developed? Women cannot 
ignore the issue of philosophy and purpose. The world has witnessed to its horror on too 
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many occasions the abuse of knowledge, the misuse of science. We have developed weapons 
of warfare that can   eradicate  all life on this planet many times over. Our nuclear weapons 
stockpile is an affront to civilized humanity.  

 

I am pleased and relieved that some world leaders have decided to drastically reduce this 
stockpile. These weapons were not developed by women. We are  by nature nurturers, not 
destroyers.   In the 1970s a brilliant female  scholar from Harvard, Carol Gilligan,  did  a 
famous study titled In a Different Voice in which she argued that men and women used 
distinctive styles of moral reasoning.  

 

Men, she asserted, found their identity by  separation, women by attachment. In the decades 
following the 1970s, an abundance of studies have been done in neuro-science which have 
brought respectability  to  the concept of   intuitive knowledge. Intuition and emotion used to 
be dismissed as unreliable  guides to knowledge.  It was abstract reasoning which was 
glorified and  classified as knowledge. 

  

Yet studies in both psychology and in the philosophy of science have proven that in 
developing scientific theories, intuition, emotion and  affective states have played an 
important role.  In building knowledge societies, women’s particular approach to knowledge 
creation has the potential to create  a more peaceful, harmonious and  empathetic world, 
where people, and not things, are at the centre; where values, and not stocks, are primary and 
where relationships and emotional intelligence trump one-upmanship and  arrogance. 

 

 In his book, “The Great Partnership: Science,Religion and the Search for Meaning”,  the 
Oxford and Cambridge educated Rabbi,  Jonathan Sacks, while drawing on the work  of 
Harvard psychologist  and linguist  Steven Pinker says: “In every society, men are more likely 
to compete violently. Women tend to have more intimate social relationships. Women are 
more sensitive to sounds, smells and have better depth perception and are much better at 
reading facial perceptions and body language”. 

 

In other words, women  embrace a  broader view of what constitutes knowledge and are hard-
wired for more integrated learning. Open access is what women need to fully exploit the role  
they are uniquely positioned to play.  

 

I again commend UNESCO and its partners who have collaborated for this Consultation and it 
is my hope that it will contribute to moving us from “access denied” to “open access” as we 
seek to expand humanity’s store of knowledge. 

 

I thank you. 
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Dr. Arun Kashyap 

UN Resident Coordinator/UNDP Resident Representative, Jamaica 

Keynote Address for UNESCO’s Regional Consultation of “Open Access to Scientific 
Information and Research – Concept and Policies for Latin America and the Caribbean 

Wyndham Hotel, Kingston, Jamaica 

Friday, March 8, 2013 at 4:00pm 

 

• Hon. Sandra Falconer, Minister of Information  

• Mr. Everton Hannam, Secretary-General, Jamaica National Commission for UNESCO  

• Mr. Robert Parua, Officer-in-charge, UNESCO Kingston cluster office 

• Excellencies; distinguished guests, Ladies and gentleman, good evening and a very 
happy International Women’s Day to all. 

 

I am delighted to be here at this concluding session of the Regional Latin America and the 
Caribbean consultation on “Open Access to Scientific Information and Research.” I am sure 
that you had fruitful discussions over the four days meeting and all of you are now geared up 
to catalysing an enbaling environment and strengthening capacities to facilitate the 
implementation of Open Access to Scientific Information & Research in your respective 
countries.  

 

As the United Nations we are very proud of the valuable initiative led by UNESCO to support 
Open Access of information and enhance inclusive opportunity for all to benefit from the 
global flow of knowledge.  By strengthening innovation and equitable development, we are 
confident that it  will contribute towards the achievement of Millennium Development Goals.  

 

The internet provides an innovative opportunity to convey information at virtually zero 
marginal cost to a broader and diverse audience, and empowers them with options to use it in 
a personalized and creative manner.  At one level, it has led to the creation of Massive Open 
Online Courses initiative of Yale, Harvard, MIT and Stanford, which is serving to provide 
access to high quality education to motivated students globally at no cost; and on the other 
level it has especially impacted scientific publishing.  Not surprisingly, it has leveraged the 
potential of internet  technologies and  created electronic publications, digitized scientific 
information, electronic journals and electronic storage of information and has led to the 
materialization of the concept that has brought us together here in Kingston.  It constitutes the 
basis for Open Access - the practice of providing immediate unrestricted access – read, 
download, copy, distribute, print search, etc. via the Internet to peer-reviewed scholarly 
journal articles.  The advantage of Open Access – and please forgive me for I am preaching to 
the converted - lies in the fact that access to critical research information is often limited by the 
exorbitant cost of research articles, various challenges to the publishers, and the overt creation 
of knowledge roadblocks for varying reasons. While I have highlighted access to written 
articles, the concept of open access to information including data, is more universal. 
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The numbers of scientific journals that operate on an open access basis is consistently growing 
and has increased from 1400 titles in 2005 to nearly 5138 titles in 2010 representing about 20% 
of the total Journals globally.  Experts in the area believe that – (what the 2001 Open Access 
Declaration adopted in Budapest referred to as the) “green method” of publishing will - for 
articles replace the commercial model in the near future because it not only allows authors to 
publish their work in journals of their choice, it simultaneously provides open access to their 
works through repositories.   

 

While encouraging free flow of information, Open Access therefore promotes a balance of 
interests of the creators, publishers and users of information.  And, by minimizing barriers to 
the gaining of information, open access allows researchers to maximize the use of scientifc 
results.  It is a no brainer that open exchange of ideas including  scientific ideas are not only a 
distinguishing feature of democracy, as it also benefits the society by substantially increasing 
the pool of the users of the knowledge and thereby creating greater social equity in the use of 
information for the improvement of everyone’s wellbeing .   

 

Allowing unrestricted access to knowledge origination from state-sponsored/publicly-funded 
research in the public domain was arrived at as a conscious decision by authorities both within 
the developed and the developing countries.  For instance, the US Government has declared 
that taxpayer- funded research should be freely available within 12 months after publication - 
a concession to publishers, who have said that a year’s delay is needed to maintain their 
revenue from subscriptions.  This process, the Government believes will accelerate scientific 
breakthroughs and innovation, and also boost economic growth.  Until now, only the US 
National Institutes of Health (NIH) has required its research to be publicly available after 12 
months. The new policy would roughly double the number of articles made publicly available 
each year to about 180,000.  

 

In the spirit of nurturing a system in which research work is immediately available and free to 
read, the UK government in September 2012, announced £10m in funding for its academics to 
publish their research in journals that allow free public access to the material online without a 
subscription. The Government is diverting nearly 1% of the national research budget to 
finance the open access route and is requiring the authors or their institutions that use it to pay 
publishers up-front to make work public (in line with what the Budapest declaration termed 
as the Golden method).  

 

The Latin American and Caribbean region is demonstrating a steady progress of regional 
initiatives that offer Open Access to the full text of scholarly and scientific publications from 
the region free of charge to authors and end users. In Latin America, two thirds of the 
investments in research and development are funded by State resources. Funding for open 
access initiatives comes, directly or indirectly, from public funds and from international 
cooperation. Key open access players are national science agencies and universities especially 
the libraries, journal editors, press units, ICT units, and research and academic branches. 

 

This region has had a long tradition of information networking and  providing  open access to 
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the research results through regional subject-based repositories that started with bibliographic 
records in the 80's (now with full-texts), and in multidisciplinary regional peer-review journal 
portals that have been developing since the end of the 90's. These two are significant 
contributions from the region to the open access movement, together with the introduction for 
debate in Congress, by Brazil (2007) and Argentina (2010), of a Parliament bill to promote open 
access legislation at respective national levels which mandates deposit of State-funded 
research results in digital repositories. 

 

Despite the progress, the issue of sustainability of the open access model is yet to be resolved.   
For many scientists, including in the Latin America and the  Caribbean, credibility implies an 
option to publish in a commercial journal  rather than for open access publishing.  

 

Open access initiatives globally – and therefore in the region require improved internet access. 
Even though in Latin America and the Caribbean, on an average 30% of population uses the 
Internet and 9.2% of the population subscribes to broadband, with this access  being mainly 
limited to urban areas. Levels of connectivity in the Caribbean are relatively low; in fact it 
varies from 6% in several countries, to 60% in a few exceptions.  There is also a need to 
increase literacy levels within the region, as this would be a prerequisite for anyone to take 
better advantage of the information that would be made available through Open Access. 

 

In addition to the ICT infrastructure, there is a need for funding  for authors  and institutions 
to publish online and for users to access the content online.  This would in part be dependent 
on appropriate Open Access policies including those that can resolve misunderstandings 
about copyright issues and Open Access.  

 

On the supply side there is a necessity for an increased coverage of the work that is 
spearheaded by researchers in Latin America and the Caribbean in  international journals that 
are accessible through Open Access initiatives.  Also increasing the numbers of journals in 
open access repositories would require thoughtful negotiations. 

 

The Creative Commons is a publishing mechanism that renders open licenses for publication 
or for items deemed to be scholarly communication. Currently, through Creative Commons, 
partners in 11 countries of Latin America and the Caribbean are promoting the use of Open 
Access licenses. Seventy Five per cent (75%) of Open Access academic publications in Latin 
America have not established Open Access editorial policies for regulating the use of the Open 
Access content, neither have they provided a legal framework for the use of publications, thus 
leaving interpretations to the default legislation in each country.  

 

The United Nations considers Open Access vital and advocates  the need for appropriate 
policies to efficiently govern the use of the content prior to providing publications through 
Open Access.  Currently, UNESCO, WIPO, FAO, The World Bank, WHO, IMF and ILO are 
attempting to validate Open Access through viable  examples and best practices.  
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Rationality based evidence informs us that Open Access empowers citizens and as I have 
mentioned earlier creates equitable access to cutting edge research information, knowledge 
and outcomes.  Ensuring equitable and inclusive development is vital to the work of the 
United Nations.  And, as I mentioned earlier, today is being recognised as International 
Women’s Day.  The role of women in building knowledge societies is critical in the 
development of any information policy, but more so in policies relating to Open Access. There 
are often barriers that prevent women from accessing ICTs and benefiting from these life-
changing technologies. Appropriate Open Access policies are necessary to bring about this 
much needed change that allows everyone to take full advantage of the access to available 
scientific research information. Open Access to information, I am confident, will further the 
vision to advance gender equity in every sphere of lives and livelihoods of the global citizens.   

 

There is growing evidence that women who have access to information on issues, such as 
disease prevention, better child care, improved sanitation and clean water, delivery of health 
care, environmental protection (through Open Access) have been able to generate increased 
incomes and productivity as well as increase their participation in governance. Through Open 
Access initiatives, more women have had access to publishing opportunities as these 
initiatives have levelled the playing field for all genders.  

 

For  Open Access to become a norm rather than an exception, it is vital to have evidence based 
validation of improved quality of education and research. This is especially so in the 
developing countries, including the small island developing states, through use of findings of 
research to improve the quality of life of all citizens, particularly  the vulnerable communities 
and on a sustainable basis.  Availability of rigorous studies demonstrating the contribution of 
Open Access publications to the achievement of the MDGs is a step in the right direction.   

 

As we approach 2015, the United Nations and, especially UNESCO will continue to catalyse 
the harnessing of information and communication technologies and enhance access to the 
global database of research for development in the areas of education and science within the 
Latin America and Caribbean region.  This would include demand based assistance for 
development of enabling policies and new and innovative partnerships to adopt Open Access, 
Open Educational Resources and gender-sensitive and gender-inclusive ICT policies that 
would enhance opportunities for all,  particularly women and girls. 

 

I trust that all of you have found this important consultation beneficial.  It is now high time for 
the United Nations to catalyse actions at country-level on the agreements and 
recommendations made in respect of developing and mainstreaming sound Open Access 
policies.  And, for Jamaica, I would like take the opportunity to express UN’s commitment to 
working together in ensuring that the benefits of this important initiative reach all Jamaicans 
and empowers them to change their own lives, and those of the vulnerable and marginalized 
communities.  

Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for coming and participating in these discussions. I wish you 
all a pleasant journey back to your respective homes.  Thank you! 

 


